
Evangelism begins when we hear God call our 
name and commission us for His purposes. Our 

manual is God’s Word, our coach is the Holy Spirit, and Jesus 
leads our team. “Those possessed of genuine love have God’s 
life in them and are well acquainted with Him. Those who are 
not have no knowledge of Him, for God is love.” (I John 4:7-8, 
paraphrased)   
    We want to be with those we love and tend to fall in love 
with people we are with. The non-Christian is in desperate 
need of the love of Jesus, and God has sent us to be His mes-
sengers of this love. People who discover Jesus to be the “Lov-
er of their soul” often get the message through a friend. Each 
of us is uniquely gifted to minister to those God “plops” in our 
life. We must determine to spend time with them so they see 
the love of Jesus in action. 
    Often God brings visitors to church, and as we follow them 
up, the Spirit gives us a growing desire to help them find their 
joy in Christ. Words prompted by the Holy Spirit seem to come 
at the right time from past training in the Scriptures, and some 
become His disciples. Evangelism involves falling in love with 
Jesus and His Word, and being guided by the Holy Spirit. Shar-
ing your faith seems to be a matter of being where God desires 
with the words He gives.
     Eagle Scouts have learned to be prepared for rain, emer-
gencies and blessings. Christians stay prepared by praying that 
God will lead them to people He is preparing to hear the mes-
sage with open hearts.
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By Rev. Clint Davis, Chester ARP Church, Chester, SC

Recently three of us younger ministers asked ONA Director Alan 
Avera to help us address some questions, concerns, and fears.  

Question: How can we lead our congregations in a more out-
reach oriented direction?
     Alan gave some great insight on the development of a vi-
sion for outreach. He explained that since it is really God’s 
vision that we want, that vision is discerned rather than cre-
ated.  Prayer is a crucial part of the discernment process as 
we seek to understand how God wants to use our church, in 
our community, in our time. One of the suggestions he gave 
was to review the church’s history to see where God’s mighty 
hand of blessing has been on our congregation and where his 
hand has not been so obvious. This can help us better under-
stand the identity of the church, the DNA, as well as ways God 
has providentially guided the congregation. Understanding the 
characteristic ways God has worked through this church in the 
past can provide insight on how God might work in the future. 
A review of the history might also identify a sin in the past that 
is holding the church back because the sin was covered over 
rather than being confessed and reconciled.
     The other key point I gained from Alan in this process was to 
make sure we get the leadership in the congregation on board 
with the future plans for outreach. The people must take own-
ership in any development and implementation of an outreach 
vision.

Concern: Where does a pastor go to meet non-Christians, 
especially when he has the responsibility of preaching and 
caring for the congregation?
     Alan gave us two great suggestions. One, intentionally seek 
to build relationships with men, women and children who we 
come in contact with in the community. Two, find opportuni-
ties to intentionally follow-up with the non-Christians that we 
meet. For example, if someone tells you his son just made the 
baseball team, make it a point to follow up in a few weeks to 
ask how baseball is going. Look for ways to build the relation-
ship.
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the truth, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless he is born again.” 
• Spiritual birth, just like physical birth, 

is fundamentally a process. It is clearly 
understood to be the result of some-
thing that took place earlier followed 
by a season of gestation (pregnancy). 
The process of coming to a conscious 
faith, once the work of God has begun, 
is what could be thought of as spiritual 
pregnancy. Theologically we call this 
effectual calling.

• God uses the prayers of others, the 
witness of friends and family, the 
preaching of the Word, and even suf-
fering to bring us to this place. But 
once we finally come to a vital faith, 
we can look back and see God’s hand at 
work long before we believe. 

• The birthline diagram makes the 
obvious point that one who is alive 
grows up. Growth is a slow process, 
with many starts and stops, but the day 
of delivery is the beginning of a new 
phase in the overall process. Theo-

By Dr. Alan J. Avera
ONA Executive Director

As a busy pastor, I appre-
ciated tools that helped 
me apply the Word of 
God to people’s lives.  
The spiritual birthline 

diagram is a tool I have used in my pas-
tor’s class, a class for helping potential 
new members prepare to take the vows 
for church membership. This has been 
such a helpful tool to me, that I now ask 
Steve Smallman to explain it to the stu-
dents taking the evangelism course each 
summer at Erskine Theological Seminary.
     In Spiritual Birthline: Understanding 
How We Experience the New Birth (Cross-
way, 2006), Stephen E. Smallman writes:  
“The simple concept of comparing physi-
cal and spiritual birth has stood the test 
of time and has proved invaluable in 
helping people understand the teaching 
of Jesus about the new birth.” In John 
3:1-8 Jesus tells Nicodemus, “I tell you 

logically we call this growth sanctifica-
tion.

• The birthline diagram helps people 
think about where they are in the over-
all process, and it helps a pastor un-
derstand better how to function as a 
“physician of the soul” in the person’s 
life.

Using the Birthline Diagram
By Stephen Smallman

      The birthline diagram is useful in 
helping believers sort out their own con-
version experience, but I have also found 
it helpful in conversations with those 
who seem to be on the way to Christ. I 
will get to know them (or perhaps I have 
come to know them through repeated 
visits to the church or as neighbors or 
family members), but I ask questions to 
learn about their background and spiri-
tual influences. I then explain that I see 
the term, “born again,” as a picture of 
how God works in the heart, and draw 
out the “birthline” as a simple timeline 
with a dotted “X” through the middle, 
representing the time of actually coming 
to faith, or conversion. In almost every 
instance, the timeline opens the way for 
a person to describe their own journey, 
and from that a conversation about the 
Gospel itself will flow naturally.
     The key, in my experience, whatever 
“tool” we use, is to learn to listen with 
genuine interest, and try to ask insightful 
questions. The Spirit is the one who must 
change the heart, but we want to be his 
instrument. 
 
     If you want to know more, go to the 
website:  www.birthlineministries.com.
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Based on John 3:1-8

By Rev. Rick Anderson 
Tri-State Community Church
Chester, WV

     We believe that sharing the Gos-
pel starts with prayer. We drive around 
and pray for the residents in our com-
munity asking for opportunities. We 
are also working on building and utiliz-
ing a prayer team. I send notice to our 
team a few days before we go out and 
then upon return I send them a report. 
The ministry really affects the prayer 
team—they look forward to seeing how 
God is answering prayer.

Opportunities

     God gave us an opportunity at a Sat-
urday flea market. We approached both 
shoppers and venders. I introduced my-
self as the pastor of Tri-State Community 
Church and said, “I find that I not only 
need to study Scripture, but I also 

must be out talking with people in order 
to preach. Do you mind if I ask you a 
couple of questions?” Praise be to God 
that almost without exception everyone 
was pleased to talk with us, in fact some 
thanked us for talking with them!  
     The first person we talked with was 
a woman named Tina. I asked her if she 
believed that Jesus could save her from 
her sins and she said, “No! I am too 
bad!” We told her about the forgiveness 
that we have found in Christ- forgive-
ness available only by trusting in Jesus.
     Next we spoke with a musician and 
I asked him, “If you die today and God 
asks you why he should let you into his 
heaven, what would you say?” He smiled 
and quickly said, “Lord, you should let 
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By Dr. Jan Sattem
ONA Board Chairman
Good Shepherd ARP, 
Houston, TX

    Marion is a grandmother. She came to 
Bob and Pat’s house because they had 
been friends over the years and now 
they were hosting a Bible study. They 
had become genuine Christians last year 
and were invited to our church after 
one of our “bringers” overheard them 
discussing their search for a church at a 
Halloween party. Bob had been raised in 
the church and had not graced the door-
way in over thirty-five years. He finally 
got it and the Holy Spirit got him. 
    Bob and Pat brought others. Sully and 
Mary came. They met the Lord. Pam P. 
came. She had recently rehabbed from a 
near fatal stroke and knew she was here 
for a purpose. She met the Lord. Jane 
came. She knew the Lord but was not 
being fed where she was. John and Pam 
were invited by Bob and Pat and they 
met the Lord too. Sometimes, Bob and 
Pat’s friends fill two rows at church!   
    Recently, they hosted a Christian-
ity Explored study in their home, and 
Marion had heard about Bob’s trans-
formation and wanted to experience 
it first-hand. Marion sat each week in 
the study and silently wished that her 
faith had Bob’s fervor. She wondered, 
“If God could work so powerfully and 
strongly in someone like Bob, could He 
also do it in her?” Marion had attended a 
large church in our area, but Bob’s faith 
alarmed her. She knew she did not have 
that.
     One Sunday I said, “There may even 
be someone here today who is hearing 
me talk about this genuine faith and 
they know in their heart of hearts that 
they don’t possess it. Won’t you come 
and talk about it with me?” Marion and 
I met a few days after that. I had the 
distinct privilege of introducing her to 
Bob’s God. Soon Galen, Marion’s grand-
son, will be leading our worship team.
    Here is what is instructive for me- 
these folks are almost all over fifty, 
most are over sixty, and some in their 
seventies. Generally I start by handing 
them the pamphlet Your Spiritual Jour-
ney. I say, “Why don’t we get together 

Fear: How do you transition from a 
normal conversation to one about the
Gospel?
    Alan was very clear and simple with his 
response to this fear. Be yourself and let 
the conversations naturally flow from the 
relationships you are building. This took 
a lot of pressure off of me. Sometimes I 
need to hear, “Just be Clint.” That sounds 
so simple, but it is a necessary lesson to 
learn, or, at least, be reminded of.

Question: What about evangelism 
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training for the congregation?
    Alan provided samples of two re-
sources: Christianity Explored and Be-
coming a Contagious Christian. Chris-
tianity Explored is just what its name 
implies, the exploration of Christianity. 
It uses the Gospel of Mark to help pres-
ent the Gospel to both church mem-
bers and non-members. Becoming a 
Contagious Christian is a resource for 
training church members to share their 
faith.
     Alan has invited us to get together 
with him again in the fall to follow-up.  
Note: The ONA staff is available as a 
resource to pastors and churches.

One of my favorite para-
bles in the New Testament 
is the parable of the mus-

tard seed. Church plants, like that seed, 
start out small, but grow into useful 
trees that, Jesus tells us, attract birds. 
At Connections Presbyterian I suppose 
we have been successful in bird feeding 
evangelism. Our converts have found us, 
coming with broken “wings.” They are 
unmarried couples, those who are be-
lievers in God but not resting in His Son 
for salvation, and those who have what 
appear to be insurmountable family, le-
gal, or financial problems. All of those 
birds have found shelter in the branches 
of God’s church. We have been able to 
share the Gospel in word and deed until 
they undergo an amazing transforma-

tion. Those birds become branches!
    There are lots of evangelism plans 
out there, but Jesus said that the grow-
ing church, providing rest in His name 
would be how the Kingdom would ad-
vance in this world. 
     While none of our members consider 
themselves great one-on-one evange-
lists, all take joy in the way God has 
used us together as His tree. As a church 
planter, I suppose that I had in mind what 
kind of birds God would bring. I could 
not have been more wrong! God did 
not send the healthy, beautiful, sweet 
singing birds of my imagination. Instead 
He sent us birds from rehab, unmar-
ried households, and bankruptcy courts. 
They all needed a tree where they could 
be transformed into branches.
     

Birds in the Tree
By Dr. Bob Illman, Connections Presbyterian Church, Huntsville, AL

me into your heaven because I have 
been a faithful musician and I have made 
people smile. I want to play with all of 
your great musicians!” We small talked 
about music for awhile, then I said, “If 
we could get to heaven by being a good 
musician who makes people smile, then 
what is Christ doing on the cross?” He 
said, “Aaaah! I knew you were going to 
get me. That is a good point. I never 
thought of that.”  I said, “are you ready 
to repent and trust solely on Christ for 
your salvation?” He said, “I am. I am.”
    One of the last guys we spoke with was 
exceptionally broken. He had a church 
background and knew the truth.  He had 
only seen his wife one time this year and 
had not been going to church.  I invited 

him to Sunday worship. He said he had 
to work. Then I invited him to a Thurs-
day Bible study and he said, “I am not 
up for going to church.” I responded and 
said, “See, when folks say they do not 
have time to go to church, there is al-
most always much more going on than 
the time factor.  You know that you need 
to get back under the Word.” 
      These are just some of the people 
we talked to. Please keep all of their 
precious souls in your prayers, along 
with the several others that I did not 
mention. 

Pray that God would 
give you opportunities. Continued on page 4



News and Notes from the Field
Communion Presbyterian in Irvine, CA pastor Kent Moorlach was 
invited to host a radio program this summer. The shows were on 
the “Dead Sea Scrolls,” and a show discussing, “Christian Manipu-
lation.”

SonLife Church in Jacksonville, FL sent their first short term 
missionary to Haiti in June for 12 
days with Literacy for Haiti min-
istries. They are also partnering 
with the First Coast Women’s Ser-
vices in support of young women 
with difficult pregnancies. This 
fall SonLife will be involved with 
the Downs Syndrome Association 
of Jacksonville’s “Buddy Walk.”

Riverside Presbyterian in Prattville, AL had a work day at a home 
on June 28 with the purpose 
of serving the community 
and being an incarnation of 
the body of Christ. (right)

Hope Chapel in Greensboro, 
NC did a week-long (July 
17-24) community outreach 
called “Our GSO.” They invested almost 700 volunteer hours 
serving in schools, neighborhoods, refugee communities and with 
other organizations. View a video recap at www.ourgso.com.
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Inmate Comes to Faith
By Rev. Moises Chan, Havana ARP Church, Havana, AR     

     During my days off I visit a prison in Little Rock where a 
friend and I have been sharing the Gospel with one of the in-
mates. When I first started visiting him, all he could do was 
cry because he was sorry for what he did and how he let down 
his family. We have built a friendship with him and given him 
a Bible. 
     I recently received this letter from him: “I am happy to 
report I finally understand… the only way to be free from this 
black wounded heart is to have a relationship with God. I have 
spent 45 years of my life in a fog. The Bible is the instruction 
manual for everything if I only read, understand, and obey. I 
know now I am here for God’s purpose. I am starting to see 
things clearer, slowly but surely.” 
     He is excited about his faith and has given away three Bibles 
as he begins to share about God’s love with other inmates. 
We are thankful for ways we can share the hope that comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ! 

and talk some time about your spiritual interests? Here is a 
pamphlet that can help us diagnose just where you might be 
on this journey. Why don’t you fill it out, give me a call and 
we will get together?” God does it all, doesn’t He! At any age, 
sometimes the best thing we can do is ask.

Continued from page 3    ...Marion 


